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Creativity and community: Elizabeth’s story
Elizabeth is running late for our interview. On this warm 
April morning, she is at Bridget’s Boutique seeking a last-
minute prom dress for her 16-year-old daughter, Imelda, 
who soon will graduate from one of Denver’s magnet 
schools. She smiles shyly as we sit down, tucking a dress 
neatly into her tote bag. 

ago after having heard about 

—a program 
that provides our members 
an opportunity to create 
art in a safe and supportive 
environment. As a young 

always loved drawing and 
later studied painting at a 
technical school with dreams 
of becoming an artist.
     Originally, Elizabeth was 

programs. But what has 
kept her coming back is 

opportunity—for both 
herself and her three children. 
     When her kids were younger, Elizabeth would come to 

supervised services for her children provided by the Family 

     “It was really great, because I could be close to my kids 
while working on art,” she says. 

sought-after artist. 

several cards—sometimes as many as ten at a time—
Elizabeth works fast and uses somewhat unconventional 
materials including sponges, leaves, and string to create the 
desired effect. In her work, she leans toward natural colors 
that are bright and happy. 
     “She is our best seller, period,” says Steve Hartbauer, 

pleasure to work with—never complains, consistently shows 

up, engages in conversation with her peers. But when it’s 
time to work, her focus is 100 percent.” 
     All three of Elizabeth’s children attend magnet schools, 
and she has been able make payments for their tuition with 

in Art Restart, a social enterprise that raises money for daily 
operations while providing 

     And the desire to work 
hard to achieve a goal, and 
give back, has been passed on 
to her kids. 

graduate early from high 
school. She has been accepted 
at the University of Denver 
and plans to study to be a 
doctor. She also volunteers in 

a psychology test focusing on 
empathy at her magnet school 
and received the highest 

says Elizabeth.
    Fifteen years ago, Elizabeth came to the United States 
seeking a better life for her family. Although she struggles 
to make ends meet and spoken English remains a challenge, 
she feels blessed to have been able to provide for her 
children. Like her, Imelda, Jesus, and Lizzy are creative. 
Her son Jesus can play almost any instrument, and all of her 
children have had the chance to learn how to play piano and 
guitar. Imelda even recently won an art prize at her magnet 
school.  
     While Jesus and Lizzy are too young to volunteer, they 
hope to follow in Imelda’s impressive footsteps and serve at 

advantage of them; if you approach it correctly, you can do 
many things and still be close to your children.”



news
FY 2015 annual report now available

section of  the annual report. 

     If  you have any questions or would like to receive a copy of  the full 

303-996-9067.

2015 REVENUE SOURCES FOR THE GATHERING PLACE

THE GATHERING PLACE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

October 1, 2014-September 30, 2015

Support and Revenue

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE $2,831,296

Expenses

 

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,571,874

Join us on June 30th as we celebrate 

-

tion birthday! It’s a party with a pur-

from every beer purchased during this 

     Help us kick-off  a full year of   

our birthday celebration. We will have 

good beer, good company, birthday 

cake, and prize drawings to make it a 

great night. If  you need to get dinner, 

free to bring friends, and check out 

if  you would like to share it on social 

Celebrate TGP’s 
30th Birthday!

2

Hyatt Professionals 
offer job support 
In March, 30 Hyatt Human  

 

process, helped members practice their 

interview skills, and gave immediate 

solve issues that can arise while on the 

to apply for positions with Hyatt and 

received support completing their  

applications. 

     Additionally, Hyatt generously 

brought special box lunches for all 

members who participated in the fair. 
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Hot wheels and helping hands for our 
30th Anniversary Gala in September

special anniversary gala, Helping Hands Around the Table: Celebrating 30 

Years with The Gathering Place

early-bird ticket discount! Learn more on our webpage under “News and Events.” 

     We are especially excited to share that we’ll be auctioning off  a brand new 

Harley Davidson motorcycle,

motorcycle, “you can hear things and see things and smell things and feel the 

real freedom.” She hopes that the sale of  this Harley motorcycle will fuel our 

members’ ability to freely chase after their dreams.  

     For sponsorship opportunities, to purchase tickets, or to help with the event, 

With a new Running 
Ambassador, Team 
TGP raises $18,000 
at Colfax Marathon

Colfax Marathon 

to raise awareness and funds for our 

programs and services. Long-time 

volunteers, friends, staff, and members 

of  our Board of  Directors, all laced up 

to run for the women, children, and 

transgender individuals we serve. 

     We were thrilled to have Kyle 

Norman, a registered running coach 

Ambassador for this year’s event. Kyle 

brainer. Most of  the people who come 

full of  challenges,” he says ruefully.  

for the sponsorship support of  The 

Bachus & Schanker LLC Cares 

Foundation

Handmade Homemade Market, a day-long festival of  locally produced, 

Western Alpaca Show and included over 100 

vendors. 

     Our booth presented framed art 

and cards by our artists, as well as our 

anthology, One Day, One Night at a Time, 

which showcases poetry and writing by our 

members. We were also excited to share 

Hartbauer made with our members during 

open studios. 

TGP at Handmade Homemade Market

TGP Running Ambassador Kyle Norman

 Big Iron Sports is donating a Harley for auction

A TGP Card serendipitously features an alpaca



volunteersDonation list for 
Betsy’s Cupboard

Through Betsy’s Cupboard, our emergency 
food and supply pantry, The Gathering Place 
provides an average of 4,000 pounds of food 
and 182 toiletry bags each month for women, 
children, and transgender individuals who 
otherwise might not have these resources. 

If you are interested in sponsoring or 
organizing a food or supply drive, or just want 
to learn more about Betsy’s Cupboard, please 
contact Alison Medina at (303) 996-9046 or 
alison@tgpdenver.org.

A quick note about food donations:
In an effort to support the health of those 
we serve at The Gathering Place, we prefer 
organic, low-sodium, low-sugar and healthy 
fat food item donations whenever possible. 
According to the Colorado Health Foundation, 
Colorado adults are No. 1 in the nation on 
three important health indicators—physical 
activity, obesity and diabetes. The likelihood 
that an individual will experience obesity 
triples when their family income is less than 
$25,000 a year.

NON-PERISHABLE OR UNEXPIRED FOOD

that do not have to be refrigerated (e.g. apples, 
oranges, potatoes, squash, tomatoes, onions, carrots, 

NEW PERSONAL SUPPLIES

NEW BABY ITEMS

of diapers (sizes newborn, 4, 5, 6 and Pull-Ups)  

OTHER

Junior League serves meals with love
Our volunteers are completely essential 

are especially grateful to community 

partners like the Junior League of  Denver, 

a women’s training organization that 

develops civic leaders committed to 

meal sponsorships twice a month with 

eleven regular volunteers who prepare and 

serve them throughout the year. 

     Stephanie Richards, the current Junior 

League chair, is proud that her volunteers 

do not want to give up their positions at 

the end of  the year. “What I love about 

members will save chairs for each other,” Stephanie shares. “It’s inspiring to 

see such kindness.”

     Many Junior League members have continued to volunteer here for years, 

even after their tenure with the League ends. We are grateful for their care!

At TGP, volunteers help us all flourish

     Our volunteers work closely with our staff  to sort donations, prepare and 

serve meals, play with children, and tutor our members so they can pursue 

new work opportunities. Most importantly, our volunteers demonstrate to our 

members that there is an extensive community of  hope, dignity, and care that 

is on their side and partnering with them for their success. 

     As we celebrate our 30th anniversary, it has been truly inspiring to see how 

this growth, all of  our current volunteers were gifted an herb to plant in their 

garden. 

     Would you like to become a weekly volunteer? Just contact our Volunteer 

Every April, 

National Volunteer 

Appreciation Week. 

We are fortunate to 

here on a weekly 

basis supporting the 

many programs we 

offer. 

“Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild  
and precious life?” –Mary Oliver 
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TGP launches new transgender 
and arts programs

programs

Hartbauer and Michael Frank, a graduate student in music 

from Regis University, the music program meets every 

Wednesday to practice and brainstorm. 

experience, two play instruments, and all are singers. 

theme, and a guest appearance by a funk band made up of  

students from the University of  Denver in late May. “Music 

the driving force for the program.

soprano at Mesa University, sings with the group. “It’s fun,” 

she says. “Mike is really good at what he does.” 

four times a month working on issues including Medicaid 

coverage, looking at current legislation and how it affects 

the transgender community, and offering support and a 

chance to talk. 

accepts both his autism and transgender status. “It’s a place 

where I can create, and [get to] know a lot of  people,” he 

to make a choice as to my identity. Here, bullying is not 

tolerated; it’s supportive, and it has allowed me to grow and 

opened opportunities that I may not have had elsewhere.” 

and Art Restart also offer members opportunities to earn income for 

through the sale of  their artwork. Right now, Art Restart’s catalog 

www.artrestart.org to see the Denver collection and more!

The Card Project and Art Restart 
support creativity and budgets

TGP offers bilingual support to 
our members 

inclusion for a range of  underrepresented groups across 

the Denver metro area. Spanish-speaking members and 

other non-English speakers are an important part of  our 

welcome here. 

     Our members can expect to find a Spanish-speaking 

advocate on every floor to assist them when needed or to 

help them schedule appointments for Bridget’s Boutique 

Welcome Desk, we have forms and welcome packets in 

who can translate for parents in search of  resources for 

their children. Bilingual advocates are available to help 

interpret when lawyers give consultations, or when members 

are accessing housing information services.  

Bilingual staff member Ali (left) with TGP member Isabel



supporters
Pet Partners bring smiles to TGP

have two new staff  

team. Erin Atencio, 

and Mental Health 

received her Master’s 

Degree from St. 

Mary’s University in 

TGP Welcomes Two 
New Staff Members

is excited to plan our 30th Anniversary 

special combination of  hard work, clear 

likes to cook for friends and regularly 

travels for art events. 

passionate about bringing broader social 

perspectives to her work. As a counselor 

at an alternative school, she launched an 

anger management program for boys and 

detention system in hopes of  breaking the 

mission and approach here to working 

with those struggling with poverty is 

completely innovative. I love that it’s we 

here, not you and me.”
     Our new Events 

Manager, Juliette 

Lee, moved here 

where she 

formerly worked 

as a professor at 

the University 

of  the Arts and 

also organized 

and volunteers. We can add other species to that 

list, too! Meet Onyx. Onyx is a registered therapy 

dog who has been visiting with our children 

We are especially happy to have Onyx support our 

community because he had been abandoned; he  

was scheduled for euthanasia the same day that Dee 

discovered and adopted him. 

organization that promotes positive human-animal 

interactions to improve the physical, emotional 

and psychological lives of  those they serve. As a 

everyone he visits. 

comfort animals. We are happy to host positive encounters with a licensed 

you to Dee and Onyx, who fortunately found each other and are dedicated to 

supporting our community.

When celebrating, the more 

the merrier! Fred and Ayliffe 

Ris, longtime supporters of  

celebrating their 70th birthdays 

this year. Already an impressive 

milestone, the couple decided to 

creatively celebrate both birthdays. 

70th birthdays go an extra-long way

marking their special years. 

     Singer-songwriter Harryl Hollingsworth also transformed her 70th birthday 

perform and shared the stage with several of  our musically talented members. 

you, Harryl!

Harryl at her 70th birthday

Onyx is a hit with our kids
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giving
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Tax credit information for gifts made to The Gathering Place

so contributions equal or greater than $250 are eligible to receive a 25% state tax credit. Stock and substantiated in-kind 
contributions qualify for a 12.5% credit. 

or emilybp@tgpdenver.org 

Grow a Row for TGP!

Community donations help 
families with children  

Homeless families have their own unique needs, and access 

to resources like diapers and food are key to a family’s 

survival. Diapers and baby items are extremely expensive 

and cannot be purchased with food stamps. 

diapers to homeless and low-income families. Due to the 

Depot for their generous donations.

     If  you would like to organize a donation drive to support 

. 

you are probably planning your garden at home. As you 

make plans for what will be springing up in your garden 

come summer, we ask that you consider planting a few 

plants, or a row, from which you will donate produce to 

grateful for the ability to serve a variety of  fresh, healthy 

vegetables and fruit in our meals. We also strive to offer the 

Join us this year to ensure everyone has a chance to eat fresh 

Support TGP throughout the 
year by joining our monthly 
giving program, Safe Place

women and their children did not have a safe place to go 

during the day, after the night shelters had closed. Before 

women experiencing homelessness to access important 

resources, build community, and feel protected while they 

were doing so.

on the same initial principle that it did when it was founded: 

     Safe Place

program, ensures steady support throughout the year so 

that all who visit us will unquestionably have a safe place 

to spend their day. Without our wonderful building or our 

and respectful for everyone, we would not be able to offer 

any of  our transformational programs and services. 

     With your monthly support, we know that we will 

be able to serve a healthy, warm meal to a mom and her 

son tomorrow. We know that we will continue to see the 

program. And we know that we will be able to offer a safe 

daytime refuge for a transgender individual, whose relief  at 

a safe place to spend her day.

program, visit http://tgpdenver.org/get-involved/safe-

303-996-9061.

 my promise, every month 



The Gathering Place is a 
community of safety and hope 
where positive relationships, 
choice, and essential resources 
transform lives.

Our Guiding Principles

transgender individuals who 
are experiencing poverty or 
homelessness.

important change agent and hold 
that hope for everyone.

community and continue working 
to develop it.

Our key values include recognizing 
individual strengths, building 
respect and trust, and offering 
acceptance unconditionally.

The Gathering Place
1535 High Street

303-321-4198
303-321-0679 fax
www.tgpdenver.org

A MEMBER OF COMMUNITY
SHARES OF COLORADO

Our mission

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Geoffrey Bateman, Chair
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Bob Alder

Alyssa Kopf

Sandra Storey

STAFF
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Community Engagement

Internal Resources

Summer Kidder

Becca Smith

Art Restart

Kateri Kramer, Administrative  

  Coordinator

Programs and Services

Ashley Boland

Cesar Gevert

Steve Hartbauer

Karli Hunton, Colorado  

  Core

  Core

Ali Medina

Jason Medrano

Kim Rainbolt

*Position funded by Metro Denver
Homeless Initiative
**Denver Dept. of Human Services 
employee at The Gathering Place

Organization

Permit No. 2858

The Gathering Place
    a refuge for rebuilding lives


