
Investing in Single Mothersõ Higher Education:  
National and State Estimates of the Costs and Benefits of 

Single Mothersõ Educational Attainment to Individuals, 

Families, and Society  

  

Introduction  

Greater investments in helping single mothers persist in college 

and graduate would benefit their families, their communities,  

and society as a whole.  



Single Mothers Represent an  Important Share of Todayõs 

College Students  

Nearly 10 percent of all U.S. undergraduate students, or  

1.7 million students, are single mothers.  

òCollege is a way to have a brighter future for my family.ó 

- Single mother student  

 



Map 1. Single Mother Students are Prevalent on Campuses around the 

Country  

Share of Undergraduate Students  Who are Single Mothers  by State, 2015 -16 



Single Mothers are Central to Closing Gaps in  Higher 

Education Equity, Access, and Completion  

Nearly 9 in 10 single mothers pursuing a college degree  have 

incomes at or near the  federal poverty line.  



Addressing Poverty  

Figure 2. Higher Educational Attainment Leads to Significant Declines in 

Single Mothersõ Poverty Rates 

Share of Women Age d  25 and Older Living in Poverty by Educational Attainment, 

Marital Status, and Pa rent Status, 2013 -2017 
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Promoting Racial Equity  

Figure 1. Black and Native Women in College  are More Likely to be Single 

Mothers than Other Women  

Estimated Share of Undergraduate Women  Who are Single Mothers   

by Race/Ethnicity, 2015 -16 
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